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 Editor-in-Chief 

The ongoing off-and-on war that Israel 
has imposed on Iran with US help has of-
ten spilled over borders, bringing countries 
like Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, etc under 
attacks from both Israel and Iran. This has 
exposed the so-called US security umbrel-
la, necessitating the need for a military al-
liance, which has multiple dimensions, and 
is rightly being seen as a transformation 
that may see the region redefining its own 
security. 

In the cover story of this edition, we focused 
on the issue to understand the impact of 
the military formation by three of the most 
important Muslim countries, and its likely 
outcome in times to come. 

Meanwhile, the good news is that we have 
opened Al-Ummah Foundation’s central 
office in Dhaka, a detailed report of which 
underlines its significance and our resolve 
in moving steadily toward having a media 
umbrella to serve the cause of the Ummah. 
For now, we can only promise our readers 
that we will continue to improve the maga-
zine’s content and quality.

This edition of Al-Ummah journal comes 
to you on the heels of a serious develop-
ment—the formation of a regional defence 
bloc, centered around Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
and Pakistan. Even though it reflects on NA-
TO’s Article 5, which dictates that an attack 
on one member is considered an attack on 
all, it will be naïve to reduce the formation of 
the bloc to just a replica of NATO.

The development seeks a serious and sincere 
analysis of the things taking shape in the 
geopolitical landscape of the Middle East-
ern region, at the center of which sits Isra-
el’s long-dragging destructive and genocidal 
policy, not to forget Iran’s continued reac-
tionary but suicidal tactics, which are laced 
with a hostile expansionist ideology.

Caught in between are several Arab nations 
that have sought peaceful solutions to the 
conflicts raging across the region while 
avoiding confrontations with either Israel 
or Iran. The United States’ stated policy of 
shielding the sinister interests of Israel while 
providing a security umbrella to its Arab al-
lies has compounded the situation.

Defining Moments for Regional 
Security and A Muslim Media
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Analysis

captured global attention, prompting 
speculation that it could herald a new 
regional security architecture, reduce 
dependence on the U.S. security um-
brella, counter threats from Israel and 
Iran, or even lay the foundations for a 
“Middle East NATO.”

A more sensible analysis would, how-
ever, require an understanding of the 
geopolitical landscape, taking into ac-
count the long-dragged conflict in the 
region, mainly involving Israel’s con-
tinued genocide of Palestinians for de-

On Aug. 7, 2026, Saudi Arabia, Türki-
ye, and Pakistan signed a Makkah Joint 
Defense Agreement at the Mecca Sum-
mit in Saudi Arabia. The landmark pact 

Makkah Pact:
The Changing Dynamics 
of Middle East Security

By M. Nasir Jawed
Ex-Editor, Yearbook of the Muslim World
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cades. The U.S. war on Iran at the behest 
of Israel has further compounded the 
situation, exposing neighboring Arab 
countries to military spillover from the 
neighboring conflicts. The U.S. failure to 
provide a security shield to its allies in 
the region necessitated the three coun-
tries coming together to have collective 
deterrence, facilitating regional stabili-
ty, while further consolidating defense 
cooperation among the three countries.

Yet, such military arrangements have 
been in the making for quite some time 
in different forms and scales. A Strate-
gic Mutual Defense Agreement between 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia was already 
in place since September 2025, and a 
quadrilateral consultative mechanism 
that included the three signatories and 
Egypt (R-4 Group) meant that an armed 
attack against any one member of the 
alliance shall be regarded as an attack 
against them all.

Significance of the pact

The pact is loaded with symbolic signif-
icance. What makes this pact remark-
able is the complementary power of its 
three potent middle power members. 
Pakistan, a nuclear power, Saudi Ara-
bia, an affluent energy giant, and Tür-
kiye, NATO’s second-largest military 
and a defense-industrial powerhouse. 
While prior efforts by the U.S. to erect 
a Middle Eastern alliance comprising its 
closest partners have failed, this strictly 
regional undertaking sheds light on the 

growing strategic agency and anxiety 
of regional powers. Having been con-
cluded in Islam’s holiest city, Mecca, the 
religious dimension adds to the agree-
ment’s symbolic significance and pop-
ular appeal.

Together, the three countries link the 
Arabian Peninsula, Anatolia, and South 
Asia. They sit close to the Strait of Hor-
muz, the Red Sea, the eastern Mediter-
ranean, the Black Sea, and the Indian 
Ocean. This is not merely an alliance of 
armies. It is a strategic triangle stretch-
ing across some of the world’s most im-
portant energy routes, maritime corri-
dors, and conflict zones.

The timing is not accidental, too. The 
Middle East has endured years of war, 
missile exchanges, attacks on shipping, 
proxy conflicts, and uncertainty over the 
future of American security guarantees. 
For decades, Gulf security rested on an 
unwritten bargain: the United States 
supplied protection, while the region re-
mained central to the global energy sys-
tem. But repeated crises have exposed 
the limits of that arrangement.

       A landmark Makkah Joint 
Defense Agreement has 
been signed to herald a new 
security architecture and reduce 
dependence on the US

“

“
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Washington remains militarily power-
ful, but regional governments increas-
ingly question whether American sup-
port will be timely, unconditional, or 
aligned with their interests.

At the same time, Israel’s expanding 
military reach, Iran’s missile capabilities 
and regional networks, Houthi attacks, 
and threats to the Red Sea have made 
reliance on distant protectors appear in-
creasingly risky.

Shortly before the Mecca agreement, 
Saudi Arabia announced plans for a 
multinational maritime coalition to 
protect Red Sea shipping and energy 
routes. Representatives of 43 countries 
and the European Union attended the 
relevant meeting, while 14 countries - 
including Türkiye, Pakistan, and Egypt 

- formally supported the initiative. The 
message is becoming clearer: regional 
powers no longer want merely to con-
sume security provided by others. They 
want to produce it themselves.

Changing security order

The Mecca Agreement carries weight far 
beyond its military provisions. By bring-
ing Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan 
into a formal security arrangement, it 
connects three major Muslim powers 
with complementary strengths: Saudi 
financial and political weight, Türkiye’s 
expanding defense industry and strate-
gic reach, and Pakistan’s large military 
establishment and nuclear capability. 
More importantly, it signals how rapidly 
the Middle East’s security architecture 
is changing.

6

Top leaders of Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan stand at the signing of the historic Makkah Joint Defence Agreement, in Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah on Aug 7, 2026. Photo/Turkish Presidential Press Office.
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For Saudi Arabia and Türkiye, the agree-
ment marks a striking transformation. 
Their relationship has moved from rival-
ry to rapprochement and now to formal 
security cooperation. The two competed 
intensely for regional influence after the 
Arab Spring, yet today they increasing-
ly see cooperation as more useful than 
confrontation. That alone gives the pact 
considerable symbolic heft. But symbol-
ism is not deterrence.

The agreement reportedly contains 
a collective-defense principle under 
which an attack on one member would 
be regarded as an attack on all. Yet the 
response would be determined through 
consultation and consensus rather than 
automatic military intervention. Assis-
tance could therefore range from intel-
ligence sharing, weapons and logistical 
support to direct military involvement.

That flexibility may be politically neces-
sary, but it also exposes the pact’s cen-
tral weakness: what happens when the 
interests of its members diverge?

The three countries do not necessarily 
share the same hierarchy of threats. Ri-
yadh remains deeply concerned about 
Iran and its regional networks. Ankara 
increasingly regards Israel as a major 
strategic challenge. Pakistan must con-
stantly calculate its security commit-
ments against its rivalry with India and 
its complicated relationship with Iran. 
An alliance spanning these different 
threat perceptions will be tested not 

by the declarations its members make 
in peacetime, but by the choices they 
make during crises.

History offers reason for caution. The 
Arab League’s 1950 Joint Defense Trea-
ty and the GCC’s 2000 Joint Defense 
Agreement produced impressive lan-
guage but limited collective military 
effectiveness. The Makkah pact will 
matter only if its members build insti-
tutions capable of turning political in-
tent into operational capability.

Plans for a political-military commit-
tee and a Saudi-based secretariat are 
therefore potentially more important 
than the pact’s headline-grabbing mu-
tual-defense clause. Joint exercises, 
interoperable weapons and commu-
nications systems, coordinated threat 
assessments, intelligence sharing and 
eventually joint command structures 
would distinguish a functioning securi-
ty architecture from another ceremoni-
al agreement.

One area where cooperation could ad-
vance rapidly is the defense industry.

Türkiye has developed a formidable do-
mestic defense sector, particularly in 
drones, missiles, electronics and aircraft 
development. Pakistan brings decades 
of military-industrial experience and an 
established defense relationship with 
both countries. Saudi Arabia brings fi-
nancial resources and an ambitious 
program to localize defense production. 

7
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Together, the three could pursue joint 
research, manufacturing, procurement 
and weapons development while reduc-
ing dependence on Western suppliers.

The nuclear question is more ambigu-
ous. Pakistan’s status as the Muslim 
world’s only nuclear-armed state inevi-
tably raises speculation about extended 
deterrence. Islamabad sent contradicto-
ry signals after its 2025 defense agree-
ment with Riyadh, while Saudi officials 
subsequently stressed that the arrange-
ments had no nuclear dimension. No 
explicit nuclear guarantee has emerged 
from the trilateral pact. Yet ambigui-

ty itself has strategic value: adversar-
ies must now calculate not only what 
the agreement says, but what Pakistan 
might do in an extreme crisis.

A region hedging its bets

Neither Iran nor Israel is likely to ignore 
these developments. Tehran publicly 
says it has no reason to fear the pact, 
while Israel will inevitably examine what 
deeper Turkish-Pakistani-Saudi military 
cooperation could mean for the regional 
balance.

India, too, will watch closely. New Delhi 

8

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chat after 
signing a joint defence agreement in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, on Aug 7, 2026. Photo/Turkish Presidential Press Office.
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enjoys strong relations with Riyadh but 
difficult relations with both Pakistan 
and, increasingly, Türkiye. Pakistan’s 
deeper integration into Middle Eastern 
security structures therefore introduc-
es another variable into India’s strategic 
calculations.

The larger significance, however, con-
cerns the United States. The pact does 
not necessarily represent a rejection of 
Washington. Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and 
Pakistan all retain important relation-
ships with the United States. Rather, it 
reflects something subtler: the region is 
hedging.

Repeated wars, attacks on Gulf infra-
structure and doubts about the con-
sistency of American security guaran-
tees have encouraged regional powers 
to build additional layers of protection. 
They are not necessarily replacing the 
American umbrella; they are preparing 
for the possibility that it may no longer 
be enough.

Seen this way, the Mecca agreement is 
not yet an “Islamic NATO.” It may never 
become one. Its importance lies else-
where. It is evidence of a Middle East 
increasingly determined to insure itself 
against uncertainty — and to acquire 
greater control over its own security. 
That may ultimately prove more conse-
quential than the pact itself.

The Mecca agreement is historic in that 
it shatters Washington’s decades-long 

policy to integrate Israel into the Arab 
region and is a setback to U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s ambitious Abraham 
Accord project that initially pushed its 
Gulf allies to recognize Israel.

The United States’ strategic blunder in 
Iran has reinforced a perception of U.S. 
unreliability, prompting regional powers 
to take greater ownership of their own 
security. As Saudi Arabia aligns more 
closely with Pakistan and Türkiye, the 
prospect of Saudi–Israeli normaliza-
tion appears remote. While the Mecca 
agreement is unlikely to supplant the 
three countries’ privileged defense and 
security partnerships with the U.S., it 
provides regional actors with options 
beyond those offered by U.S.-centric 
frameworks.

The alliance faces multiple tests ahead, 
most urgently its response to renewed 
hostilities between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran’s regional non-state allies, the An-
sarullah (Houthis) in Yemen and the 
Popular Mobilization Units in Iraq. Con-
tinued coordination on key regional is-
sues, including the civil wars in Sudan 
and Yemen, Somalia’s territorial integ-
rity, Gaza’s peace plan and the success 
of Syria’s post-Assad government, will 
also be a litmus test of its coherence. 
Furthermore, the pace of the alliance’s 
institution-building process and de-
fense-industrial cooperation will serve 
as a reliable indicator of the arrange-
ment’s credibility.

9
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Foundation Stone

forward in developing Al-Ummah as an 
international platform for researchers, 
academics, policymakers, journalists, 
and young thinkers to discuss and ex-
change views on contemporary global 
issues, the challenges facing the Mus-
lim Ummah, and knowledge-based 
solutions.

Former Religious Affairs Adviser to the 
Interim Government Dr. A.F.M. Kha-
lid Hossain, who attended the event 
as chief guest, emphasized the impor-
tance of developing a new generation of 

Al-Ummah formally opened an of-
fice in Dhaka on Aug. 15 to manage 
its monthly journal and official web-
site. This will expedite “strengthening 
knowledge, research, and constructive 
intellectual dialogue on a global scale,” 
according to Al-Ummah officials.

The inaugural function marked a step 

By Al-Ummah Desk

Al-Ummah’s Dhaka Office 
Inaugurated
The new office will strengthen knowledge 
and constructive intellectual dialogue 
on a global level.

10
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writers. He said Al-Ummah could bring 
promising writers together on a com-
mon platform. Assuring his full cooper-
ation with the initiative, he said it could 
help further strengthen the true spirit 
of the Muslim Ummah.

Presiding over the event, Professor 
Naqib Muhammad Nasrullah, former 
Vice-Chancellor of Islamic University, 
Bangladesh, said the Ummah was going 
through various hardships and lagging 
in several fields in the contemporary 
world. However, he stressed that there 
was no reason for despair.

Mohammad Zakir Hossain, Chairman of 
the Al-Ummah Foundation and Editor 
of Al-Ummah Journal, said that Islamic 
media does not differ from contempo-
rary media in terms of its subject mat-
ter or means of communication. What 
distinguishes it, however, is its Islamic 
character, rooted in the spirit of Sharia, 
which is reflected in its content, form 
and messages. It is not confined to a 
narrow religious sphere, but covers a 
broad range of information, facts and 
news relating to the political, social, eco-
nomic, cultural and moral dimensions 
of life, as well as the welfare of Muslims.

Mr Zakir drew attention to the challeng-
es facing the various television chan-
nels, newspapers, magazines and news 
agencies that serve Muslim interests, 
and to the fact that some of them suffer 
from a degree of fragmentation and pa-
rochialism. He expressed a strong desire 

to see a robust media system capable of 
presenting the interests and realities of 
the Muslim world as they truly are. Such 
a media platform, he explained, should 
operate impartially, free from politi-
cal currents and politicisation, with its 
primary objective being to serve the in-
terests of the entire Muslim Ummah 
through the media and by harnessing 
the power of media.

Habibullah Muhammad Iqbal, Chairman 
of Tazimul Ummah Foundation, urged 
Al-Ummah Foundation to make an ef-
fective contribution to building a new 
Bangladesh. Calling on everyone to work 
collectively rather than blaming the gov-
ernment or others, he said: “Al-Ummah 
Foundation, established by Zakir Bhai, 
should be developed as a true symbol of 
a united Ummah.”

Sabbir Ahmed, Principal of Cordo-
va School and College, said that if one 
wants to undertake any constructive 
work, the media is the first and fore-
most medium.

       Stressing a knowledge-
based society, speakers at 
the inaugural event hoped Al-
Ummah would contribute to the 
intellectual revival of the Muslim 
world, research cooperation, 
responsible media, and global 
dialogue 

“

“
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Senior journalist Saleh Ahmed said 
that media professionals must play a 
responsible role as social spokesper-
sons themselves. A social spokesperson 
carries enormous responsibility, and 
fulfilling that responsibility requires ex-
tensive reading, proper knowledge, and 
subject-based expertise, he said. 

Writer and columnist Dr. Iqbal Kabir 
Mohon said that alongside producing 
quality and skilled writers, a strong edi-
torial panel consisting of competent ed-
itors should be formed to properly edit 
their writings. He emphasized a strict 
editorial process to ensure the quality 
of writing, accuracy of information, and 
professional standards of journalism.

Dr. Khalilur Rahman Madani, Principal 
of Dhaka Tamirul Millat Madrasa, said 
that the day begins with the call, “Prayer 

is better than sleep.” Although human 
life is conducted around economics and 
money, there is a need to rethink various 
prevailing concepts regarding this mat-
ter. Quoting the Quranic verse, “Is it you 
who cause it to grow, or am I the One 
who causes it to grow?”, he highlighted 
the need for deep thinking about wealth 
and economics.

At the event, the speakers said that ev-
eryone associated with Al-Ummah can 
play an important role in presenting 
genuine, informative, and truthful in-
formation before the nation. They also 
expressed the expectation that deliv-
ering accurate information to people 
would contribute to the welfare of soci-
ety and the Muslim Ummah.

The speakers wished success for Al-Um-
mah Foundation, the journal, and the 

12

M. Zakir Hossain, Chairman, Al-Ummah Foundation and Editor-in-Chief, Al-Ummah Journal (2nd from left), and 
other office bearers during the opening of the Foundation’s central office in Dhaka on Aug. 15.
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website and called upon people from all 
walks of life to extend their cooperation 
to everyone associated with the initia-
tive.

The event also highlighted the impor-
tance of building a knowledge-based 
society, the intellectual revival of the 
Muslim world, research cooperation, 
responsible media, and global dialogue. 
The speakers said that in the present 
world, sustainable development, peace, 
and intellectual leadership can be es-
tablished only through the integration 
of knowledge, technology, and strategic 
cooperation.

Those concerned said that Al-Ummah 
began its journey out of the need to 
expand research-based and intellec-
tual discourse to address the political, 
economic, and cultural challenges of 

the Muslim world in the current glob-
al system, rather than relying solely on 
emotion-based approaches. The jour-
nal aims to create a new field of knowl-
edge-based discussion by publishing 
research papers, analytical articles, pol-
icy papers, opinion-based writings, and 
special reports on international affairs.

Currently, Al-Ummah is being published 
in four languages — Bangla, English, Ar-
abic, and Turkish. The organizers said 
there are plans to add several more lan-
guages in the future. Through this, they 
expect the platform to further expand 
knowledge exchange and intellectu-
al cooperation among researchers and 
thinkers from different regions of the 
world, as well as create a field for strate-
gic connectivity and knowledge-based 
cooperation among the member states 
of the OIC.

13

Al-Ummah Foundation officials pray at the conclusion of a solemn inauguration 
ceremony of the Foundation’s office in Dhaka on Aug. 15.
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regional office in Istanbul. The new office 
aims to protect Jerusalem’s historical, 
cultural and civilisational identity and 
to raise awareness of the city’s universal 
significance among future generations. It 
also seeks to broaden its international en-
gagement in scientific research, cultural 
heritage protection, public awareness and 
advocacy for Jerusalem.
Foundation Chairman Professor Ahmed 
Aghraja said that hopes for Jerusalem’s 
liberation had grown significantly fol-
lowing the events of Al-Aqsa Flood. The 
continued efforts to keep the issue of 
Jerusalem at the forefront of public con-
sciousness helped to strengthen those 
hopes, he said.
Sheikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, the renowned 

An event was held in Istanbul on 23 Au-
gust 2026 to discuss the future of Je-
rusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque. Several 
scholars, researchers, and advocates par-
ticipated in the program, which also saw 
the launch of the 20th edition of the Eye 
on Al-Aqsa report.
Held on the sidelines of the Istanbul In-
ternational Arabic Book Fair, the event 
was also an occasion for a formal opening 
of the International Al-Quds Foundation’s 

By Al-Ummah Desk

Al-Quds Office Opens in Istanbul as
‘Eye on Al-Aqsa’ Report is Launched

Participants pose for a photo during a Jerusalem commemoration program in Istanbul, Türkiye, Aug. 
23, 2026. (Photo by Al-Ummah Desk)

14
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Egyptian Islamic scholar and Chairman of 
the International Union of Muslim Schol-
ars (IUMS), established the Foundation in 
2006, Aghraja said, and added that the 
Foundation had decided to continue and 
expand its international work from Istan-
bul after circumstances related to the war 
in Lebanon made it impossible to contin-
ue operating from Beirut.
“From today, the banner is in the hands 
of Turkey,” Aghraja said, adding that the 
Foundation would continue its activi-
ties from Istanbul’s historic Fatih district 
while seeking to expand its international 
reach.
Participants at the event also observed 
the 57th anniversary of a fire attack on 
Al-Aqsa Mosque 57 years ago, calling it 
one of the gravest assaults on the histor-
ic sanctuary. On August 21, 1969, Aus-
tralian tourist Denis Michael Rohan set 
fire to the mosque. The blaze seriously 
damaged parts of the historic sanctuary. 
The attack sparked widespread protests 
across the Muslim world and intensified 
demands for the protection of Jerusalem’s 
holy sites. It also became a major catalyst 
for the establishment of the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in September 
1969, strengthening collective Islamic ac-
tion and solidarity.

Growing Threats to Al-Aqsa Mosque
The Foundation’s Director-General Yassin 
Hammoud said the organisation publish-
es an annual report documenting devel-
opments affecting Al-Aqsa Mosque. He 
said the latest edition of Eye on Al-Aqsa 
identified three major threats facing the 
mosque:

• The possibility of imposing a de facto di-
vision of the mosque through increasing 
control over its eastern courtyards.
• The risk of a large-scale attack amid 
growing provocations, including concerns 
over the possibility of arson or an explo-
sion inside the mosque.
• The complete dismantling of what re-
mains of the historical status quo at 
Al-Aqsa Mosque and the removal of the 
role of the Islamic Waqf administration.
These threats, Hammoud said, were be-
ing driven by the Israeli government, the 
police and what he referred to as “Temple 
organisations.” He also warned of what he 
described as a fourth threat to the future 
of Al-Aqsa Mosque: the weakness and 
growing divisions within the Arab and 
Muslim world.
“The weakness and fragmentation of 
the Muslim Ummah have left Al-Aqsa 
increasingly exposed,” he said, stressing 
that statements of condemnation alone 
were insufficient to meet the challenges 
facing the holy site.
A Question of Faith and Responsibility
IUMS President Ali Muhyiddin Al-Qa-
radaghi said Israeli groups that seek 
Al-Aqsa Mosque’s demolition to con-
struct a so-called “Third Temple” in its 
place are increasingly attempting to jus-
tify their objectives on religious, historical 
and archaeological grounds.
He said the issue had become a central 
objective for such groups and called on 
Muslims worldwide to assume greater 
responsibility for the protection and de-
fence of Al-Aqsa Mosque.
Al-Qaradaghi also described the future 
of Al-Aqsa as a matter closely connect-

15
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cent changes in public attitudes toward 
the Palestinian cause in Europe and the 
United States were among the broader 
consequences of the events that followed 
Al-Aqsa Flood.

Jerusalem: More Than a City
Turkish scholar Yasin Aktay said Jerusa-
lem was not just a city, a geographical lo-
cation or a chapter in history.
“Jerusalem is memory, a qibla and the 
place of Al-Isra and Al-Mi›raj,” he said. “It 
is a blessed city walked upon by prophets 
and one of the most powerful symbols of 
humanity’s shared religious and histori-
cal memory.”
Aktay argued that the occupation of Jeru-
salem represented more than the control 
of territory or a city.
“It is an assault on Jerusalem’s historical 
identity, its civilisational role and human-
ity’s shared memory,” he said.
The programme also featured presen-
tations by Dr Hisham Yacoub, Head of 
Research and Development at the In-
ternational Al-Quds Foundation, and Ali 
Ibrahim, a senior researcher at the organ-
isation.
A recorded message of Sheikh Ekrima Sa-
bri, former Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and 
Palestine, Imam and preacher of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, and President of the Supreme 
Islamic Council in Jerusalem, was deliv-
ered on the occasion, which was attended 
by a number of scholars, researchers and 
public figures.

Al-Ummah Foundation Represented
Participating in this historic event, Mr 
Mohammed Zakir Hossain, Chairman 
of the Al-Ummah Foundation and Ed-
itor-in-Chief of Al-Ummah Journal, 
stressed the importance of translating 
literature relating to Palestine and Jerusa-
lem into a wide range of languages and 

16
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making it accessible to diverse communi-
ties around the world.
Such efforts, Zakir said, could play an im-
portant role in expanding public aware-
ness of the Palestinian cause and deep-
ening understanding of the historical, 
religious and cultural significance of Jeru-
salem and Al-Aqsa Mosque.
On the occasion, Mr Zakir presented a 
Bengali translation of The Forty Had-
iths on the Frontlines of Murabata in 
Bayt Al-Maqdis and Its Surroundings, to 
Sheikh Essam Al-Bashir, a noted Islamic 
scholar and writer.

A Comprehensive Approach to
 Jerusalem
Al-Quds Foundation approaches the 
question of Jerusalem not solely as a po-
litical issue, but through a broader frame-
work encompassing history, culture, law, 
education, urban planning, architecture, 
human rights and civilisation.

Its work includes scientific research, the 
production of reliable information, the 
protection of cultural heritage and a wide 
range of educational and advocacy initia-
tives.
The idea for establishing the Foundation 
was first proposed during the Third Ar-
ab-Islamic Conference, held in Beirut on 
21 October 2000. The aim was to create 
an independent civil institution dedicat-
ed to protecting Jerusalem’s historical 
identity, promoting scientific research 
and coordinating activities at the interna-
tional level.
Following a period of preparation, the 
Foundation’s founding conference was 
held in Beirut on 28 January 2001. It was 
subsequently registered with the Council 
of Ministers of the Lebanese Republic and 
continued its international work within 
an institutional framework.
Today, the Foundation places particular 
emphasis on research and studies re-
lating to Jerusalem and its cultural heri-
tage. Its activities include the publication 
of books, journals, reports and academic 
studies; the preservation and documen-
tation of the city’s collective memory; co-
operation with universities and research 
centres; and the organisation of interna-
tional conferences, seminars and work-
shops.
As concerns over the future of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque continue to grow, the Istanbul 
gathering underscored the importance of 
sustained research, public awareness and 
international engagement in preserving 
Jerusalem’s historical identity and keep-
ing the question of the Holy City at the 
centre of global attention.
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Gold, Paper Currency 
and Riba:
Understanding the Difference

The history of money began with the 
barter system, in which goods were ex-
changed for other goods. Later, mea-

sured pieces of precious metals such 
as gold and silver came into use, as ex-
emplified by the Lydian Lion coins. This 
was followed by metal coins bearing 
royal symbols and recognised by gov-
ernments. Eventually, modern paper 
currency and digital transaction sys-
tems emerged alongside economic de-
velopment. Today, the taka is the official 
currency of Bangladesh.

Regarding riba (interest or usury), Al-

By Md. Mashiur Rahman
Business and Economic Analyst

Economy

18



A
l-U

m
m

ah

78

lah says: “Those who consume interest 
will not stand except as one stands who 
is being beaten by Satan into insanity. 
That is because they say, ‘Trade is just 
like interest.’ But Allah has permitted 
trade and has forbidden interest. So 
whoever has received an admonition 
from his Lord and desists may have 
what is past, and his affair rests with 
Allah. But whoever returns to it—those 
are the companions of the Fire; they will 
abide therein eternally.” (Qur’an 2:275)

Riba is a commonly used Arabic term. 
Some interpret it as interest, meaning 
an additional amount charged in re-
turn for lending money, while others 
interpret it more broadly as economic 
injustice—that is, any form of econom-

ic wrongdoing. For example, denying 
workers fair wages or taking someone 
else’s money through manipulation or 
fraud in the stock market could also be 
considered forms of economic injustice.

History shows that during the early Is-
lamic period, silver dirhams—coins as-
sociated with the Persian-Sasanian 
Empire—and gold dinars—coins asso-
ciated with the Roman-Byzantine Em-
pire—were in circulation. Later, Caliph 
Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan introduced 
fully Islamic gold dinars and silver dir-
hams. Images of people were removed, 
while Arabic inscriptions, Qur’anic vers-
es and the phrase “La ilaha illallah” were 
inscribed on the coins.

It is worth noting that gold dinars and 
silver dirhams had certain distinctive 
characteristics that paper currencies do 
not have. First, they possessed intrinsic 
value; the coins themselves were valu-
able because they were made of gold 
or silver. Second, gold coins had two 
kinds of value: value in use and value in 
exchange. Third, even if a government 
discontinued or invalidated gold coins 
as legal currency, they would not neces-
sarily lose their underlying value.

The characteristics of paper currency, 
or fiat money, are different. First, paper 
currency has little or no intrinsic value. 
Second, its value is maintained through 
the government’s credibility and its sta-
tus as legal tender. In other words, it 
works because the government declares 
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that the note can be used to buy and sell 
goods and services, and people accept it 
on that basis. Third, paper currency may 
be viewed as a substitute for a monetary 
asset, but it is not the same as actual 
gold or silver. Fourth, if a government 
withdraws a paper currency from cir-
culation, its usefulness as money may 
disappear, leaving the paper with little 
practical value.

The question, then, is this: Against what 
are the taka and the US dollar issued?

Until 1971, the US dollar was convert-
ible into gold under the international 
monetary system then in place. In such 
a system, a unit of currency represent-
ed a specified quantity of gold. In 1971, 

US President Richard Nixon ended the 
dollar’s convertibility into gold. Today, 
neither the taka nor the US dollar is is-
sued against a fixed quantity of gold. 
Modern fiat currencies derive their val-
ue from government backing, monetary 
institutions, economic capacity, and 
confidence in both the currency and the 
issuing state. This is known as the fiat 
money system—money created under 
government authority.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, mon-
etary expansion followed another pro-
cess. In 2020, governments and central 
banks around the world—particularly in 
the United States and Europe—intro-
duced extensive monetary and liquidi-
ty-support measures, including quan-
titative easing (QE). New money was 
largely created electronically and add-
ed to the financial system rather than 
being issued against a corresponding 
quantity of gold or other physical assets. 
These measures provided economic re-
lief, although inflation later increased in 
many countries. In this sense, the mon-
ey created during the pandemic repre-
sented a significant expansion of fiat 
money.

The main point of the discussion above 
is that gold and silver coins are funda-
mentally different from paper currency. 
Because gold has practical and intrinsic 
value, it continues to be bought and sold 
in the market even when it is no longer 
used as official currency.
We can also observe that the price of 
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gold has generally increased over the 
years, while the purchasing power of 
paper currencies tends to decline when 
measured against gold or other goods 
and commodities. In other words, when 
gold is used as the reference point, an 
inverse relationship may be seen be-

tween the price of gold and the value of 
paper currency: as the price of gold rises 
in paper-currency terms, the purchas-
ing power of that currency declines.

Let us consider what happens in prac-
tice.

From this chart, it may be argued that an increase in the quantity of gold represents 
an additional amount, or interest, whereas an ordinary increase in the amount of 
paper money does not necessarily constitute interest in the same sense. However, 
according to this argument, if an amount greater than the increase in the price of 
gold is paid, the excess beyond that increase would constitute interest.

In other words, what is considered interest in transactions involving gold currency is 
not necessarily considered interest in the same way in transactions involving paper 
currency.

If this distinction is not properly understood, a person may unintentionally become 
involved in interest and suffer its consequences.

Gold Price Trend (2015–2025)
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Civilization at the Brink: 
When Material Progress 
Reaches Its Limits

The world is close to facing a decline that 
can lead to the collapse of the system 
that governs its life and environment. 
The Western system of life and thought, 

which is the system that governs a 
large part of the world today, is a mate-
rial-based system. (We differentiate be-
tween a system of life and thought, and 
a civilization. The West apart, the rest of 
the world is still not bowled clean over 
by the modern Western civilization).

In any case, our point is that a system 
and civilization based on material re-
sources can, by their very nature, have 
only a limited lifespan. Since the plan-
et›s resources are finite, however abun-
dant they may appear, they will one day 
be exhausted. The lifespan of a mate-

By Syed Iqbal Zaheer
Indian scholar and writer

Essay

Displaced Palestinians return to northern Gaza. Photo: Amjad al Fayoumi/NRC
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rial-based civilization can therefore be 
measured by the stocks held in reserve. 
Yet, instead of reducing consumption, 
governments plan ever-greater exploita-
tion with each new year. This is likely to 
produce severe shortages of essential 
materials in the not-too-distant future.
As material resources dwindle, the 
greed to possess the remaining depos-
its will intensify and, consequently, a 
general scramble for them will break 
out. (In keeping with the spirit of mod-
ern civilization, the pretext for military 
intervention will be staged with civilized 
decorum: circumstances created, me-
dia hype generated, the culprit›s crime 
established, resolutions passed... and 
the rest of the drama performed.)
Today, many maps are no longer merely 
political maps; they are resource maps. 
(Politicians are not difficult to buy in 
the self-same sweet Eastern world, the 
cradle of wisdom. Political maps there-
fore matter less today. After all, as Peter 
Mansfield said, the heart may be East-
ern, but the pocket is Western.) The 
first commodity to be plundered, in any 
event, will be the lifeblood of modern 
Western civilisation.
To be sure, oil is not the whole prob-
lem. Every resource has its limits, and 
none will outlast human greed. Yet oil 
may become the first cause of violence 
and serious disruption to human life 
on Earth. This is not necessarily be-
cause there is too little oil. There may 
be enough for many decades at pres-
ent-day consumption rates, in addition 

to unknown reserves in wells sealed and 
kept for a rainy day.

We learn that, in 1998 alone, the United 
States capped some 130,000 oil wells. 
And if the East believes that Western 
Europe contains no deposits that were 
sealed soon after discovery, that should 
come as no surprise. Easterners never 
seem ready to abandon their simplicity, 
however clever they may be in other re-
spects. In any case, substantial reserves 
remain.

But today›s consumption rates contin-
ue to rise. A decline in consumption 
appears both impossible and, to many, 
unthinkable. The very governments that 
could ask the public to consume less 
are committed to continuing economic 
growth. Annual growth of 5%-7% is con-
sidered reasonable in the West, while 
the East often aspires to double-dig-
it figures. Growth is essential. Growth 
is promised. Votes are won. Grants are 
awarded to scientists. Yet all of this re-
quires energy. At the same time, oil con-
sumption must decline. Do we not face 
a contradiction?

      A civilisation built on 
material consumption cannot 
outlast human aspiration, greed 
and adventurism. It will collapse 
when its material reserves are 
depleted

“

“
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We might also point out, in passing, 
that natural forces ultimately prevail 
in any conflict between nature and hu-
man ambition. Human will may win 
in the short term, but often at a heavy 
human cost. That is how the forces of 
nature work: ultimately, they prevail. Yet 
present-day human ambition remains 
devoted to increasing wealth and mate-
rial production and accumulating ever 
more goods.
Unlimited greed has become a mainstay 
of the modern human soul. In the face 
of this determination, and the growth 
it produces, is there a crisis in the mak-
ing?
Moreover, when it comes to oil - or any 
other natural resource - the problem is 
not as simple as supply and demand. 
There are further complications. As 
demand for oil grows, prices must rise 
for several reasons. First, increasing 
demand drives prices upward. Second, 
supply cannot expand endlessly to keep 
pace with consumption and hold prices 
down; there is a limit to how much can 
be produced. If large numbers of tech-
nocrats are devoted solely to extracting 
oil, requiring substantial investment in 
wells, who will work on farms and in fac-

tories to meet ever-growing demand? 
(We are not referring here to the labour-
ing class.)
Furthermore, where will investment for 
other areas of growth and development 
come from if a large share is absorbed 
by the oil sector? Third, as time passes, 
growth accelerates and scientists are 
rewarded, more systems of production, 
distribution and consumption will be-
come dependent on energy. Rising de-
mand is therefore inescapable, even if 
some restraint can be imposed on con-
sumption.
This applies not only to oil but also to 
consumer goods. It is another matter 
that consumption cannot be success-
fully controlled while greed remains the 
foundation on which modern West-
ern civilisation is built. Political parties 
come to power by promising a great-
er supply of consumer goods. Without 
that appetite, the civilisation may col-
lapse anyway.
Furthermore, any restraint on fuel con-
sumption can translate into rolling back 
development programmes. What would 
that mean? A return to the supposedly 
inglorious days of the past - a retreat to-
wards the Middle Ages? If, for instance, 
more railway lines were laid to reduce 
the number of oil-consuming motor-
ists, what message would that send? 
(The automobile is the pride of modern 
man who, robbed of many things, has 
little else of which to be proud. So do 
not touch his prized possession.) And 
what of faith in modern-day magic and 

      Competition for dwindling 
energy and raw materials could 
intensify geopolitical conflict and 
military intervention
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its magicians: science and scientists? 
What, in turn, would be the effect of 
cutting funds for scientific research? 
The equation does not work.
It is obvious, then, that every effort 
will be made to maintain the present 
pace of development, if not accelerate 
it. There will, of course, be attempts to 
reduce fuel consumption: to prevent 
costs from rising; to avoid protests that 
could bring down governments; and to 
avert the chaos, anarchy, revolutions 
and feared return to the past that might 
follow. Yet a material-based civilisation 
is linear. It can travel in only one direc-
tion: forward or backward. Raise your 
hands for a backward march. A foolish 
suggestion.
Greed, moreover, is not the only force 
shaping human action. What about 
pride? Will the United States, for in-
stance - the qiblah of the world›s greedy 
- overcome the pride of standing at the 
summit and initiate a worldwide reduc-
tion in growth, planned and monitored 
by the United Nations, while accept-
ing even the smallest risk that anoth-
er country might quietly reach the top 
first? Better to speak of something else.
The absolute optimist will easily laugh 
this off. What about alternative forms 
of energy? Yes, there are several. But 
which of them can substantially reduce 
the number of automobiles on the roads 
while transporting farm products to ur-
ban centres faster and at lower cost?
The locking of horns among nations 
seeking control of essential raw materi-

als is therefore increasingly likely. How 
long it will take, we cannot say; any pre-
cise prediction risks being disproved 
by time. But why bury our heads in the 
sand when a storm is gathering on the 
horizon? A deliberately engineered cri-
sis cannot be ruled out. Simply allowing 
protests over high prices to continue 
might provide a sufficient pretext for 
accusing the supposedly greedy pro-
ducers of being indifferent to human 
suffering... and the rest of the famil-
iar story. Human beings are intriguing 
creatures; among other things, they are 
capable of considerable intrigue. Re-
member 1990?
Already, some powers have positioned 
their forces near major deposits. Others 
are unhappy with these moves, fearing 
that they may be denied their share. 
Some, though concerned, can do little 
immediately and are buying time. Still 
others are building massive power bas-
es that could play a significant role in 
future politics, war and peace. The cre-
ation of the European Union is one such 
effort. But will events move faster than 
expected? Ask them.
Another factor may reinforce the age-

       Economic growth, political 
promises and consumer culture 
make meaningful reductions 
in consumption exceptionally 
difficult

“
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old conviction that, at least for the vic-
tor, violence ultimately pays. After its 
recent spectacular successes, the kind 
of science that brought immediate and 
tangible benefits to humanity now ap-
pears to be confronting its limits. This 
applies particularly to the search for 
materials that can replace conventional 
fuels in internal-combustion engines. 
Nor does a search in outer space appear 
especially promising.
A growing number of people are begin-
ning to realise that humanity may never 
be able to travel to other planets - much 
less other planetary systems - and re-
turn with useful materials and miner-
als. Humanity appears bound to Earth. 
With that realisation, more vigorous 
struggles may take place within the hu-
man family on this planet, rather than 
through expanded efforts to establish 
supply lines from distant celestial bod-
ies.
And any conflict that escalates to the 
scale of the two world wars could well 
be the last. Nuclear proliferation across 
the globe continues at full, though 
largely quiet, pace. After Israel, India 

and Pakistan - the third-phase develop-
ers - other countries may join as fourth-
phase developers. They are unlikely to 
announce their achievements. Those 
unable to produce such weapons may 
seek to buy products ‹ready for delivery›. 
In war, they may be used according to 
the central principle of so much modern 
human action: when you do something, 
do it thoroughly. Or, more ominously: ‹If 
we are not going to survive, let no one 
survive.›
Apart from military installations and 
supply depots, an enemy›s nuclear fa-
cilities would become targets. Spar-
ing cities would be no act of generosi-
ty: clouds of radiation would pass over 
them and drift into neighbouring coun-
tries. The resulting chain reaction could 
bring down the edifice of Western civil-
isation, carrying mighty nations with it 
and pushing humanity back towards a 
pre-industrial age.
Even if violent destruction is ruled out, 
a peaceful dissolution of Western ci-
vilisation remains possible for the rea-
sons stated at the outset. To repeat: a 
civilisation based on material consump-
tion cannot outlast human aspirations, 
greed and adventurism. It will collapse 
as essential reserves are depleted. If hu-
manity cannot - and almost certainly 
will not - make steep cuts in industrial 
production, a slow decline could begin 
within decades.
What must be understood is that col-
lapse will not wait for the complete 
exhaustion of essential raw materials. 

       Muslim intellectuals 
must critically examine the 
prevailing material order 
and develop a responsible 
alternative vision

“
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Once a significant proportion of re-
sources has disappeared, prices will rise 
sharply, forcing nations - hawks turned 
doves, you tell me - to adopt simpler 
ways of life. This would have a chain ef-
fect on the world economy, producing 
rapid decline even while some depos-
its remained. High commodity prices, 
for instance, could make oil refining or 
coal mining so expensive that opera-
tions would be abandoned, triggering 
a broader contraction in industrial pro-
duction.
Add other factors: an increasing num-
ber of automobiles and industries emit-
ting carbon dioxide and toxic substanc-
es at a relentless pace and on a vast 
scale. The scenario then becomes eas-
ier to explain, even as the atmosphere 
becomes murkier. The emergence of 
unknown viruses, disrupted weather 
patterns, melting ice caps and related 
shocks could complete the process we 
are describing. ‹Heads› you lose; ‹tails› I 

win. Nor would present-day stockpiling 
offer lasting protection.

If the economy of the rest of the world 
crashes, the United States, for instance, 
will not be able to build a Great Wall 
around its borders and insulate itself 
from the consequences. Unless it pos-
sesses sufficient reserves to supply 
the rest of the world›s economies with 
cheap energy until the end of time, the 
biggest supplier could become the big-
gest sufferer.

There is more to say on this subject, 
including the vulnerability of modern 
civilisation. But enough offence to the 
ears for now. We shall return to the 
topic another time. For the moment, 
we must ask whether the Muslim in-
telligentsia has ever seriously consid-
ered the role it should play, rather than 
remaining a baggage carrier for a car-
avan blindly hurtling towards its des-
tiny.
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In the historic markets of Syria’s north-
ern city of Aleppo, artisan Eyman Said 
is working to preserve a traditional 
wood relief art that dates back about 
1,400 years by teaching the family 
craft to his son.

Said, 42, has practiced the craft for 
three decades, creating raised decora-

tive wooden panels adorned with tra-
ditional Arabesque motifs and Arabic 
calligraphy in a workshop in Aleppo’s 
historic souks. As demand for the cen-
turies-old art has declined, he hopes 
passing on his skills will help ensure 
its survival.

Once widely used to decorate the ceil-

Aleppo artisan
keeps ancient wood relief 
tradition alive

Working in Aleppo’s historic markets, Eyman Said produces relief carvings 
that combine woodworking with painting, blending traditional motifs and Ara-
bic calligraphy into each piece. Courtesy: Anadolu Agency.

By Al-Ummah Desk
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ings and walls of mosques, churches 
and palaces, the art has largely dis-
appeared from modern architecture. 
Today, it is more commonly found on 
decorative boxes, wall hangings and 
other handcrafted wooden items.

Examples of the craft can still be seen 
in historic landmarks, including the 
Throne Hall of the Citadel of Aleppo 
and Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque.

Said learned the family trade at age 
12 and is now teaching it to his son 

to help preserve a tradition that forms 
part of Syria’s cultural heritage.

The process begins by transferring a 
design from paper onto wood, then 
applying a special plant-based paste 
to create raised patterns. The piece is 
then painted, coated with a protective 
finish and completed by coloring the 
relief with brushes and outlining the 
design with fine black lines.

“This craft never becomes boring,” he 
said, adding that every piece offers 
new details to discover.

He said colors are carefully selected 
to complement a room’s atmosphere, 
with cooler shades used in sunlit spac-
es and warmer tones preferred for 
darker interiors.

Visitors to his workshop often spend 
long periods studying the intricate de-
signs on the walls and ceiling, he said.

Said called for greater support for tra-
ditional crafts, including the creation 
of a dedicated handicrafts market 
where artisans specializing in wood re-
lief art, coppersmithing, weaving, and 
kilim-making could work side by side.

He said: “Bringing workshops together 
would help prevent these professions 
from disappearing while encouraging 
healthy competition among artisans, 
resulting in higher-quality craftsman-
ship.”

Courtesy: Anadolu Agency
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Adina Mosque Controversy: 
Politicizing History?

 The Debate

Masumur Rahman Khalili
Executive Editor, Naya Diganta

Standing in Pandua in West Bengal’s Malda district, the Adina Mosque has 
witnessed more than seven centuries of Bengal’s history, architecture and polit-
ical change. Once regarded as the largest congregational mosque in the Indian 

subcontinent, it is now at the centre of disputes involving historiography, religious 
identity, law, electoral politics and cultural nationalism.

A New Controversy Surrounds the Historical Monument of Malda, West Bengal, India
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Organizations associated with India’s 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) claim that the mosque was built 
on the site of an ancient “Adinath” 
temple. Mainstream historians and ar-
chaeologists generally maintain that, 
although materials from earlier struc-
tures were reused in the mosque, no 
conclusive evidence has established 
that a specific temple was demolished 
to build it.

The controversy, therefore, is not merely 
about the past. It concerns how history 
is interpreted—and mobilized—in pres-
ent-day India.

A Monument of an Independent
 Bengal

Pandua, together with Gaur, was an 
important administrative, military and 
cultural centre of medieval Bengal. In 
the 14th century, Bengal emerged from 
Delhi Sultanate control as an indepen-
dent political entity. Shamsuddin Ili-
yas Shah unified much of the region 
in 1342 and founded the Iliyas Shahi 
dynasty. His successor, Sikandar Shah, 
consolidated the state and commis-
sioned the Adina Mosque.

Most scholars date its construction to 
1373-75 CE. Bengal had withstood con-
flicts with Sultan Firoz Shah Tughlaq of 
Delhi, and the monumental mosque ex-
pressed more than religious devotion: 
it projected the authority and indepen-

dence of the Bengal Sultanate. Archi-
tectural historian Percy Brown viewed 
it as a reflection of its ruler’s political 
stature. A Persian inscription at the site 
records Sikandar Shah’s titles and cele-
brates his reign, but does not mention 
the destruction of an Adinath temple.

Influenced by the great congregational 
mosques of the Middle East, Adina also 
carries the unmistakable imprint of 
Bengal. Its immense courtyard, arcades, 
pillars and central nave make it one of 
South Asia’s most ambitious medieval 
monuments. Hindu and Buddhist mo-
tifs - lotus designs, bells, foliage, carved 
pillars and sculptural fragments - ap-
pear in many of its stone components.

Evidence, Reuse and Interpretation

These features lie at the heart of the 
dispute. One interpretation is that the 
materials came from demolished tem-
ples and reflect political or religious 
domination. Another, advanced by 
scholars including Richard M. Eaton, 
notes that builders across medieval In-
dia commonly reused stone from older 
or ruined structures. Reused fragments 
alone, therefore, cannot prove that a par-
ticular temple stood on the site or was 
destroyed specifically for the mosque.

Colonial archaeologists helped shape 
the debate. Alexander Cunningham ob-
served that several pillars and stones 
appeared to have come from earlier 
Hindu structures, but did not defini-
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tively identify an Adinath temple at the 
location. Brown likewise noted reused 
elements while concentrating on archi-
tecture and imperial design. George Mi-
chell emphasized that local craftsmen 
naturally brought indigenous forms 
and artistic traditions into Bengal’s Is-
lamic architecture.

The name “Adina” has also prompted 
speculation. Some link it to “Adinath,” 
suggesting an earlier Jain or Shaiva site. 
Yet linguistic and historical scholarship 
has produced no universally accepted 
explanation of the name. Possibility is 
not proof.

Historical inquiry rests on inscriptions, 
contemporary or near-contemporary 
accounts, archaeology and critical com-
parison. Surviving Persian histories, 
inscriptions and Bengal Sultanate doc-
uments do not directly record the de-
struction of an Adinath temple. Nor has 
a comprehensive scientific excavation 
conclusively identified a temple foun-
dation, inscription, idol, puja mandap 
or garbhagriha attributable to such a 
structure.

The Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) classifies Adina as a protected 
14th-century Islamic monument. No 
official ASI report has conclusively iden-
tified the site as an Adinath temple. In-
dia’s Ministry of Culture has also indi-
cated in Parliament that the ASI has not 
published a separate official examina-
tion conclusively affirming or rejecting 

the claim. The temple theory therefore 
remains an unproven hypothesis, not 
an established historical fact.

Politics, Law and Polarization

Why, then, has the issue gained urgen-
cy? The RSS has long promoted a cul-
tural nationalism that interprets Indian 
history through civilizational identity. 
Supporters argue that disputed or ne-
glected chapters deserve fresh archae-
ological investigation and that evidence 
should be allowed to speak. Some peti-
tioners have consequently sought exca-
vation and Ground Penetrating Radar 
surveys at Adina.

Critics fear that repeatedly reopening 
claims concerning protected medieval 
monuments will endanger archaeolog-
ical heritage, deepen religious polar-
ization and turn distant conflicts into 
instruments of contemporary elector-
al politics. They also argue that such 
campaigns can divert attention from 
employment, development and gover-
nance. Historical evidence cannot by it-
self determine political motives, but the 
timing and framing of these demands 
inevitably invite political scrutiny.

Adina is increasingly mentioned 
alongside Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathu-
ra, although their legal and historical 
circumstances differ. The Ayodhya dis-
pute culminated in a Supreme Court 
judgment in 2019; the Kashi Vishwa-
nath-Gyanvapi and Mathura Krishna 
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Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah disputes 
present separate questions. At Adina, 
the basic issue remains evidentiary: 
whether a specific pre-existing religious 
structure can be demonstrated and 
how, if at all, it relates to the present 
monument.

The Places of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, also shapes the debate. 
It seeks to preserve the religious char-
acter of places of worship as they stood 
on August 15, 1947, and to prevent the 
reopening of historical disputes. Sup-
porters see the law as a safeguard for 

communal peace; critics say alleged his-
torical injustices should remain open to 
judicial remedy. The controversy thus 
reaches beyond archaeology into consti-
tutionalism, secularism and the mean-
ing of historical justice.

For West Bengal, the dispute intersects 
with longstanding tensions over reli-
gious identity, minority representation, 
Bengali nationalism and broader Hindu 
cultural nationalism. Its significance 
also crosses today’s border. Medieval 
Gaur, Pandua, Sonargaon and Dhaka be-
longed to a connected political and cul-
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tural landscape. Adina is therefore part 
of the shared heritage of both Bengals, 
not merely a local site in Malda.

History Cannot Be Written Through 
Slogans

The established record is clear on sever-
al points. Adina is a major monument of 
the independent Bengal Sultanate, built 
under Sikandar Shah. It incorporates 
material and artistic elements associat-
ed with earlier Hindu and Buddhist tra-
ditions. What remains unestablished is 
the claim that its construction required 
the demolition of a specific Adinath 
temple.

That distinction matters. Richard Ea-
ton’s wider research acknowledges that 
temple desecration occurred under 
Muslim rulers, while showing that mo-
tives could include political rebellion, 
symbolic conquest and economic cal-
culation as well as religion. Each case 
must therefore be examined in its own 
context. Even historians such as R. C. 
Majumdar and Jadunath Sarkar, both 
critical chroniclers of Muslim rule, did 
not establish Adina as a definitive in-
stance of the destruction of an Adinath 
temple.

The broader question is how societ-
ies choose to remember the past. They 
may convert old conflicts into weapons 
of present identity politics, or approach 
them through evidence, critical inquiry 
and a commitment to coexistence. Sci-

entific investigation can enrich knowl-
edge, but it must be professionally jus-
tified, legally sound and protected from 
predetermined conclusions.

Adina’s history should neither be insu-
lated from research nor surrendered to 
slogans. Any credible resolution must 
emerge from archaeology, epigraphy, 
architecture, documentary evidence, 
academic peer review and the law. Un-
til such evidence establishes otherwise, 
the mosque should be understood for 
what the available record supports: a 
monumental expression of 14th-cen-
tury Bengal, layered with the artistic in-
heritances of the region and burdened, 
seven centuries later, with the politics 
of the present.
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Hundreds mark 31 years since Srebrenica at 
London launch of Alija Izetbegović’s

Islam: Between East and West

The newly revised English translation 
of «Islam: Between East and West» — 
the philosophical work of Alija Izetbe-
govic, the philosopher, statesman, and 
Founding President of Bosnia-Herze-
govina — was launched on Friday, July 
10, 2026, at the London Muslim Centre, 

during an evening that also commem-
orated the 31st anniversary of the Sre-
brenica Genocide.

Hosted by The Cordoba Foundation and 
the Alija Izetbegovic Foundation, along-
side several supporting organizations 

By Al-Ummah Desk
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(including the book’s publisher, Ketebe), 
the launch drew over 400 guests from 
across the country. Attendees included 
many youth as well as a Turkish dele-
gation. Streamed live on The Cordoba 
Foundation’s YouTube and Facebook 
channels, the event proved highly suc-
cessful, with nearly 300 copies of the 
book sold at the beginning of the eve-
ning.

Moderated by Dr. Abdullah Faliq, Man-
aging Director at The Cordoba Founda-
tion — who brings 25 years of advocacy 
for the victims of Srebrenica — the event 
commenced as he welcomed the panel 
of speakers and guests. He described 
Izetbegovic’s magnum opus as “a major 
contribution to understanding the hu-
man condition, consciousness, and the 
metaphysical foundations of ethics.”

Elaborating further, he said: “Many of 
us grew up reading this text, which po-
sitions Islam not just as a religion, but 
as an integrative worldview capable of 
harmonizing humanity’s spiritual and 
material needs. The book has striking 
relevance for us today as we try to nav-
igate conflicts, tensions, and the rise of 
right-wing populism across the globe.”

Imam Sedin Sahman, Chief Imam of 
the Islamic Bosnian community in Brit-
ain and a survivor of the Bosnian War, 
recited verses from the Qur’an. This was 
followed by opening remarks from H.E. 
Osman Topcagic, Bosnian Ambassador 
to the U.K., who recalled working along-

side President Izetbegovic throughout 
the war years and the Dayton peace ne-
gotiations. “In all those situations, I had 
in front of me a statesman, but also a 
man who cared deeply for human be-
ings: care for the people, care for others, 
and not just for one ethnic or religious 
group, trying to find a formula to enable 
life together,” he said. “Bosnia and Her-
zegovina remembers the work and life 
of Mr. Izetbegovic. What we have today 
is very much because of his actions and 
his deeds.”

The highlight of the evening was a 
keynote address by Sabina Berberovic, 
daughter of President Izetbegovic and 
a founding member of the Alija Izet-
begovic Foundation. Speaking on the 
eve of the Srebrenica Genocide anniver-
sary, she stated: “Thirty-one years on, 
we remember the victims of the geno-
cide, and we stand with their families: 
thousands of women and children who 
lost their fathers, their brothers, their 
husbands. It takes immense courage 
to continue living after such a terrible 
experience,” she said. “They are endur-
ing the unendurable and accepting the 
unacceptable. The women of Srebrenica 
rose from being victims to become our 
heroes, and they raised their children 
with pride and dignity.”

She shared the story behind her fa-
ther’s book, which Izetbegovic began 
writing as a high school student during 
the Second World War. The manuscript 
was hidden by his sister under a flower 
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chest in the family kitchen when police 
searched their home in 1946, and it 
was completed three decades later. By 
the time State Security agents target-
ed him again in the 1980s, the finished 
manuscript was safely in the posses-
sion of a friend in Canada. “As they were 
leaving, I asked my father what we were 
to do, and he just replied: ‘Have the book 
published,’” she recalled.

The book was published in 1984 while 
Izetbegovic served a prison sentence. 
Sabina’s brother and husband later 
drove the first copies from Belgrade to 
Sarajevo in the boot of a car, taking rural 
backroads to avoid being stopped and 
searched. “I hope that the book «Islam: 
Between East and West» will only bring 
good wherever and whenever it is read,” 
she said.

Ömer Faruk Yeni, an arts and cultur-
al heritage consultant and the London 
and Istanbul-based director of Ketebe 
publishing, provided an overview of the 
book. “This is not a book about East or 
West, nor is it a defence of one civilisa-
tion against another. It is a profound re-
flection on what it means to be human. 
More than forty years have passed since 
the book first appeared, yet its ques-
tions have only become more relevant. 
Increasingly, Izetbegovic is recognised 
not only as the founding President of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, but as one of 
the most original Muslim thinkers of 
the twentieth century.”

In a recorded address, Dr Admir Mulaos-
manovic, CEO of the Aurora Foundation 
in Sarajevo and a wounded veteran of 
the Bosnian War, framed the book with-
in the context of the present day. “The 
question Izetbegovic posed rings even 
more powerfully today than when it 
was first written down,” he said. “This is 
not a theological text. It is an attempt to 
translate Islam into a language spoken 
and understood by today’s generation, 
and a call for both individual intellectual 
sharpening and collective social action.”

Shaykh Prof Abdal Hakim Murad, Dean 
of the Cambridge Muslim College, re-
counted travelling to Sarajevo in the 
1980s to write a report for Amnesty 
International on the trial of Izetbegov-
ic and his co-defendants. Europe’s re-
sponse to Bosnia, he argued, exposed a 
lasting blind spot. “The Bosnian strug-
gle was not just a military struggle. It 
was against a European determination 
to defend a cultural truth rather than 
a factual truth,” he said. “We see this 
today in Gaza: so many hand-wringing 
politicians who have read the reports 
and know what is going on, but it is not 
their cultural truth, and so they are par-
alysed.”

Murad warned that “Muslim commu-
nities across Europe are witnessing the 
storm clouds gathering on the horizon”, 
adding that Bosnia holds a vital les-
son: “Bosnians can teach us what that 
is like, and how to avert it. We need to 
challenge cultural truths with factu-
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al truths. We need to go to Bosnia, we 
need to read this great literature, and 
we need to make that history part of our 
history.”

Shaykh Dr Yasir Qadhi, a prominent 
American theologian who sent a video 
message while travelling, described first 
reading the book as a teenager in 1990. 

“This book is one of the few genuinely 
unique philosophical contributions of 
the Muslim Ummah in this century, in a 
similar vein to Iqbal’s Reconstruction of 
Religious Thought. What makes it espe-
cially important is not just the message, 
but that it comes from somebody who 
paid a personal price for what he wrote. 
Izetbegović was not a mere armchair 

critic. He lived the life of a bona fide 
leader who had to navigate his nation 
through a war,” he said.

“This book should be mandatory read-
ing for all who want to traverse the path 
of intellectual scholarship, especially in 
the Western world, because it answers 
the question: what vision of the human 
person makes Islam intelligible?”

Sarah Joseph OBE, a writer, broadcast-
er, and founding editor of Emel maga-
zine, focused on the book’s chapter on 
progress. “Izetbegovic asks whether life 
will be five times fuller, happier, or more 
humane, and his answer is decidedly 
negative. Another forty years on, have 
we quintupled in our happiness? Again, 
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the answer is decidedly no,” she said.

Addressing the rise of the far-right in 
Europe, she rejected fear: “This book is 
calling us towards civilisation. It is call-
ing us to say: we are not victims. We are 
people inspired by ideas, and we have a 
vision for the future. The Prophet Mu-
hammad did not come for the Muslims; 
he came as a mercy to mankind. That 
is a civilisational message, and that is 
what this book tells us.”

Dr. Mohammed Wajid Akhter, Secre-
tary-General of the Muslim Council of 
Britain, remembered discovering the 
book as a child in Saudi Arabia during 
the genocide, noting it was one of only 
two English titles in his mosque. “The 
imam came to me one day and said: 
‘This is why the Bosnians will win. You 
can kill a people, but you cannot kill an 
idea,’” he shared. Izetbegovic, Akhter 
argued, possessed the rare vision, cour-
age, and pragmatism that eventually 
guided his nation to survival and left a 
timeless intellectual blueprint for fu-
ture generations.

Izetbegovic, Akhter argued, possessed 
the vision, courage, and pragmatism 
every leader needs, alongside some-
thing far rarer. “He did something very 
few Muslim leaders do: he voluntarily 
stepped down,” Akhter noted. “Through-
out 1,400 years of Muslim history, lead-
ers have traditionally left office only for 
the graveyard. Izetbegović chose to leave 
before then, showing the true measure 

of the man.”

Former BBC war reporter Martin Bell, 
who was wounded during the siege of 
Sarajevo, sent his apologies as ill health 
prevented his attendance.

Dr. Abdullah Faliq asked for prayers 
and reflection for ten genocide victims 
whose remains were identified this 
year, ahead of their burial at Srebrenica 
on July 11. He also highlighted the Bos-
nian Grand Mufti’s Friday Sermon deliv-
ered earlier that day in Sarajevo, noting 
its timely messages of steadfastness 
and enduring faith.

Faliq urged the youth to study the 
history of Srebrenica, recommend-
ing a special publication, Srebrenica 
Genocide: 30 Years Later: Understand-
ing, Remembering, Acting by Dr Emir 
Hadzikadunic. The publication features 
insights from Bosnia’s Grand Mufti, the 
Bosnian Ambassador, and ICMP Direc-
tor Kathryne Bomberger.

Sarah Joseph urged the audience to visit 
the country: “Go, support the economy, 
support the people, and know that their 
stories will never die.”

Closing the evening, Faliq reflected on 
the ongoing pain of families still re-
covering the remains of loved ones 31 
years later. “Let us not do this once a 
year only,” he pleaded. “We must keep 
the flame of Srebrenica alive and tell 
these stories all year round.”
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Rabi Al-Awwal: A Month of 
Memory, Mercy and Renewal

Rabi Al-Awwal, the third month of the 
Islamic lunar calendar, holds a distinc-
tive place in Muslim history and devo-
tion. Its name literally means ‘the first 
spring’, although, because the Hijri 
calendar follows the lunar cycle, the 
month moves through the seasons. Its 
importance does not arise from a pre-
scribed fast or pilgrimage. Rather, it 
comes from the extraordinary events 

associated with it - events that connect 
the birth of a message, the building of a 
community and the passing of the Mes-
senger who delivered it.

The month is best known for the birth 
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) in Makkah in the Year of the Ele-
phant, generally placed around 570-571 
CE. Muslim historians agree that he was 
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born on a Monday, but early accounts 
differ over the exact date. The 12th of 
Rabi Al-Awwal became the most widely 
recognized traditional date, while other 
reports identify different days. A bal-
anced remembrance can acknowledge 
this historical diversity without allow-
ing it to overshadow the meaning of the 
event itself.

The Prophet’s birth gave Rabi Al-Aw-
wal its enduring emotional resonance. 
Muslims see his mission as a divine 
mercy that renewed belief in one God 
and established a comprehensive mor-
al vision founded on truthfulness, jus-
tice, compassion and responsibility. The 
Qur’an describes him as ‘a mercy to the 
worlds’ (21:107), a description reflected 
in his care for the poor and orphaned, 
his fairness in public dealings, his pa-
tience during persecution and his for-
giveness when he held power.

Rabi Al-Awwal also marks one of the 
great turning points in Islamic history: 
the completion of the Hijrah from Mak-
kah to Madinah in 622 CE. After years 
of hostility and persecution, the Proph-
et and Abu Bakr undertook a carefully 
planned migration. Their journey end-
ed first at Quba and then in Madinah 
during this month. The Hijrah later be-
came the reference point for the Islamic 
era, although the Hijri year begins with 
Muharram.

The association with Hijrah gives the 
month a meaning that extends beyond 

commemoration. Migration trans-
formed a persecuted group into an or-
ganized community. At Quba, a mosque 
was established as a place of worship 
and fellowship. In Madinah, the Proph-
et helped build institutions, strength-
ened the bond between the emigrants 
and their hosts, and developed a society 
in which faith was joined with social 
duty. Rabi Al-Awwal therefore recalls 
not only a journey between two cities, 
but a movement from vulnerability to 
responsibility and from belief held pri-
vately to values expressed collectively.

The month also carries a note of sorrow. 
The Prophet passed away in Madinah 
in Rabi Al-Awwal, 11 AH (632 CE), on 
a Monday. The 12th is the date most 
commonly cited in traditional accounts, 
although scholars have discussed oth-
er dates. His death deeply shocked the 
Companions, but it also demonstrat-
ed the maturity demanded of the new 
community. Abu Bakr reminded them 
that the Prophet was mortal, while Allah 
is Ever-Living. The Messenger had de-
parted, but the Qur’an, his example and 

      The Prophet’s birth, 
migration and passing-all in 
Rabi Al-Awwal give an unusual 
historical completeness
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the community’s obligations remained.

These three associations - birth, migra-
tion and passing - give Rabi Al-Awwal 
an unusual historical completeness. 
Birth represents the arrival of guidance; 
Hijrah represents the translation of be-
lief into community and civilization; and 
the Prophet’s passing represents the 
transfer of responsibility to succeeding 
generations. Together, they turn the 
month into a period of memory, grati-
tude and moral accountability.

Muslims around the world observe Rabi 
Al-Awwal in different cultural forms. 
Many communities organize Qur’an 
recitations, Seerah lectures, devotional 
poetry, charitable activities and gath-
erings in which peace and blessings 
are invoked upon the Prophet. Others 
mark the month through quieter study, 
worship and reflection. The forms differ 
across societies, but love for the Prophet 
and respect for his authentic teachings 
remain the common ground. A sensi-
tive account of the month should rec-
ognize these differences without turn-
ing an occasion of remembrance into a 
source of division.

Rabi Al-Awwal is also an opportunity to 
bring the study of the Seerah into ev-
eryday life. Learning about the Prophet 
should not stop at a sequence of dates. 
His conduct offers practical guidance 
on family relations, neighbourly duties, 
honest trade, leadership, reconciliation 
and care for the vulnerable. The month 

becomes more meaningful when admi-
ration produces imitation: when praise 
is accompanied by truthfulness, charity, 
patience, humility and service.

This message is particularly relevant 
in an age marked by conflict, social 
fragmentation and indifference to suf-
fering. The Prophet’s model shows 
that strength can coexist with mercy, 
disagreement with dignity and leader-
ship with humility. Remembering him 
should inspire Muslims to repair rela-
tionships, assist those in need, resist 
injustice and contribute positively to 
the societies in which they live.

Rabi Al-Awwal, then, is more than an an-
niversary on the calendar. It is a month 
that gathers the central movements of 
the Prophetic story into one frame: the 
coming of the Messenger, the founding 
of a community and the continuation of 
his trust after his death. Its deepest ob-
servance lies in renewing the values he 
embodied and carrying them forward 
with wisdom, compassion and integri-
ty.

Major Events Associated with Rabi 
Al-Awwal
Events that took place in this month 
are central to Islamic faith and history, 
shaping the beliefs, practices, and iden-
tity of Muslims worldwide. Because ear-
ly historical reports sometimes differ on 
exact dates, the chronology below states 
only the month where a particular day is 
not firmly established.A
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was born in Mak-
kah in the Year of the Elephant, generally placed around 
570-571 CE. His birth on a Monday is widely accepted; the 
exact date within Rabi Al-Awwal is disputed, though the 
12th is the best-known traditional date.

In 1 AH/622 CE, the Prophet and Abu Bakr migrated to Mak-
kah. They reached Quba and then entered Madinah during 
Rabi Al-Awwal, beginning a decisive new chapter in Islamic 
history. It marked the beginning of the Islamic year (howev-
er, the first year of the Islamic Calendar is still Muharram).

The Prophet laid the foundations for Masjid Al- Quba. (12 
Rabi Al-Awwal)

The Prophet’s daughter Sayyida Umm Kulthum was mar-
ried to 
Sayyiduna Uthman. (3AH) 

The Expedition of Ghatfan (3 AH); Expedition of Banu Nadir
(4 AH); The Expedition of Dumat Al-Jandal. (5 AH)

The Prophet’s son, Ibrahim passed away (10 Rabi Al-Awwal,
10 AH).

The Prophet died in Madinah on a Monday in Rabi Al-Awwal, 
11 AH/632 CE. The 12th is the date most commonly cited, 
although scholars have also discussed other dates

On Monday, 12th Rabi Al-Awwal/12th June 632 CE, the 
Prophet of Allah passed away at the age of 63 years.

The Prophet’s Birth

The Migration

Construction of Masjid Quba:

Daughter’s Marriage: 	

Expeditions: 

Son’s Death: 	

The Prophet’s Death

The Prophet’s Death:  

                       Event                                                                          Historical Significance
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